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June 2020 Issue  

 

 

Fraternity of Mary,  
Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order 
Newsletter 

 
Apostolates: 
 

Monthly nursing home visits have been suspended: 
 

The Estates at Lynnhurst 

471 W. Lynnhurst Ave, St Paul, MN 55104 

Third Wednesdays: Visits are suspended due to Covid 19 
 

Little Sisters of the Poor 

330 Exchange St. South, St Paul, MN 55102 

Fourth Thursdays: Visits are suspended due to Covid 19 
 

 

           Br. James 5/17         Br. Dismas 6/5 
        Eileen Moore 6/7        Jeremiah Blume 6/13 
          Br. Joseph 6/28        Janie Carlson 6/30 
    Cornelia Bieza 7/11        Mike Bartel 7/15 
                       John Rosensteel 7/26 

Our newsletter is published monthly by the 
Fraternity of Mary, Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order  
c/o Franciscan Brothers of Peace 

Queen of Peace Friary  
1289 Lafond Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104 

 

Minister: Steve Smith, OFS (612-597-5556) 
Vice Minister: Helen Rush, OFS (651-644-6147)   

Formation Director: Jeannie Kratzer, OFS (651-636-8928) 
Secretary: Anne Keller, OFS (651-335-8484) 

Treasurer: Robin Donner, OFS (651-290-7753)  
Councilor: Chuck Roach, OFS (612-801-8990) 

Spiritual Assistant: Brother John Mary Kaspari, fbp (651-675-9286) 

 

Initial Formation: 
Jun 26 at 7:00 PM via Zoom 

Chapter 16 of The Franciscan Journey,  

When You Pray.  
 

Franciscan Holy Hour for World Peace 
Friday, July 3rd, 7:00pm 

 at St. Columba’s Church next to the Friary 
 

Regular Fraternity Meeting: 
Friday, July 3rd, 8:00pm  

following the Holy Hour 

at St. Columba’s Church next to the Friary  

No business meeting. See details on page 2. 

Sharing of favorite St. Francis quote: 

Robin Donner 
 

Ongoing Formation 
Mass Readings for Sunday, July 5th 

 

If unable to attend in person, you may join the Zoom 
Holy Hour and Fraternity Meeting 7:00-9:00pm 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87542679890?pwd=VTAvb
2ljVnhidW1KcXZwQVVuSmtYdz09 

 

Meeting ID: 875 4267 9890 Password: 393520 
(or dial in: +1 346 248 7799) 

 

July Council Meeting: 
Sunday, July 12th, 7:00 – 9:00pm via Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/75190934803?pwd=VWVQalFk

M2N0N3pVaVBwNkFFcFlpZz09 
 

The Council animates the Fraternity 

All professed members are encouraged to attend 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/75190934803?pwd=VWVQalFkM2N0N3pVaVBwNkFFcFlpZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/75190934803?pwd=VWVQalFkM2N0N3pVaVBwNkFFcFlpZz09
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Message from Jeannie Kratzer, Formation Minister regarding the COVID-19 pandemic: 

 

To all our OFS Fraternity members, may God bless you and continue to keep you safe and healthy from the 

Covid-19 Virus.  Since March, this has been a very trying time for our country, state, Franciscan Brothers of 

Peace, and our Franciscan Fraternity due the Covid-19 Virus.  Our normal way of life, working, doing 

things, and gatherings have been turned upside down.  Everyone one’s life has been affected by this 

Pandemic and we are all struggling to adjust to a new normal of social distancing, face masks, disinfecting, 

safe in place, not gathering, etc.  I know it has been frustrating to many of you concerning missed First 

Friday OFS meetings, missed Initial Formation meetings, and gathering for the FBP Brothers Holy Hour.  It 

is important that as Franciscans we must all try to be patient. 

 

Your OFS Fraternity Council, Brother John Mary and the Franciscan Brothers have been all working 

together to try to figure out how we can proceed forward, and safely with our meetings. At first we had no 

guidelines, and everything was brought to a halt.   We have to follow guidelines on how to be safe as issued 

from the Governor, Archbishop Hebda and the Archdiocese, and National and Regional OFS Franciscan 

Councils.  This has all taken time, and as a Franciscan Fraternity are bound to follow these guidelines.  

Zooming seems to be the suggested solution for the moment, because meeting at the Brother’s Friary is not 

an option at this time.  Originally, all Initial Formation meetings were stopped by the National and Regional 

Councils including Zooming, but now Zooming is allowed.   

 

Our Fraternity Meeting on July 3rd is our first opportunity to meet in person for those who open to it. 

There will not be a business meeting nor the traditional 4th of July picnic. The Franciscan Holy Hour 

will be at St. Columba’s which is next to the Friary. The pastor there has graciously offered the 

Brothers and our Fraternity the use of St. Columba’s for the foreseeable future. The church is large 

enough to allow us to meet in person but still allow social distancing. There are a few stipulations: 

When people arrive, they should go directly to a pew (the sanctuary has already been partially roped 

off) without doing a lot of mingling and potentially touching various surroundings. The pastor asks 

that when departing we sanitize with germicide each pew that persons were worshiping in. Our 

Fraternity will supply the sanitizing materials. He recommends that the rear entrance doors to the 

church be propped open during the entire time to let in as much fresh air as possible. A tiny bathroom 

in the back vestibule is available for use if we clean it afterwards. Our Fraternity meeting will follow 

directly after the Holy Hour in the church. The only ongoing formation will be the sharing of 

Sunday’s Mass readings. After the meeting, we are asked that any time of socializing not be held in the 

church itself. We hope to have a Zoom meeting set up so those who can’t, or prefer not to meet in 

person can call in and at least listen the Fraternity Meeting. 

 

Rule #3 Addresses how the Church adapts the Secular Franciscan Order in “conditions of changing times”; 

Rule#20 that we are part of whole Franciscan Order-local, regional, national, international, coordinated and 

united by the rule and constitutions at all these levels; Rule #22 that we are a community canonically part of 

the church.  Remember what a long time it took for St. Francis to get approved as an Order by the Church.  

He was patient, prayed and waited for direction and guidelines from the Church and the Pope. 

 

From Ecclesiastes 3:1  There is an appointed time for everything, and a time for every affair under the 

heavens.  Now is the time for us, as Franciscans to be patient, and pray, as things get worked out. 
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July 5th: 
 
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 
Reading 1 ZEC 9:9-10  
 

Thus says the LORD: Rejoice heartily, O daughter Zion, 

shout for joy, O daughter Jerusalem! See, your king shall 

come to you; a just savior is he, meek, and riding on an 

ass, on a colt, the foal of an ass. He shall banish the 

chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem; the 

warrior’s bow shall be banished, and he shall proclaim 

peace to the nations. His dominion shall be from sea to 

sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

 
Gospel MT 11:25-30  

At that time Jesus exclaimed: “I give praise to you, 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for although you have 
hidden these things from the wise and the learned you 
have revealed them to little ones. Yes, Father, such has 
been your gracious will. All things have been handed over 
to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the 
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and 
anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him.” 

“Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from 
me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and you will find 
rest for yourselves. For my yoke is easy, and my burden 
light.” 
 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Our next course of study for ongoing formation will 

be focused on St. Clare. We will be using a book by 

Bret Thoman OFS called: 

     St. Clare of Assisi: Light from the Cloister 

Ilio Delio OSF highly recommends it! 

 

Jeannie was able to get a nice discount for us. It will 

cost each of us only $20. We want to start using this 

book for ongoing formation in August (but there 

won’t be a reading assignment) Please provide 

Robin your $20 payment (and your monthly 

contribution) at the July Fraternity meeting or send 

him a check made out to: 

Queen of Peace Fraternity 

Robin Donner: 
848 Tuscarora Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55102 

Using Zoom to host our Fraternity and Council 

meetings has helped us keep in touch. 

 

This photo is from the June Fraternity meeting. 
 

 
 

Br John Mary,   Anne,   Jeremiah,   Brenda and Debbie 

Will,       Chuck,       Ian Olson,       Helen, 

John,       Jeannie,       Karen,       Steve, 

Eileen 

Mike Bartel, Eugene, and Scott were also on the call. 

 
Franciscan Brothers of Peace YouTube channel. 

Check it out! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9XRukOu_w

nUiPr12iZGIJA 

 

 

Nursing Home Apostolates News: 

 

Although we can’t visit the nursing homes in person, 

here are some of the things our fraternity is doing at 

The Estates at Lynnhurst: 

• Karen has been in communication with the 

Activities Coordinator at Lynnhurst. There are ~ 58 

residents  

• Helen brought over “Thinking of You” cards for 

all residents from “The Bingo Franciscans”  

• Karen will be bringing over a prayer jar for the 

residents to write and put in prayer requests. 

The prayer jar will be traded out with an empty 

one each month. 

Anne will share the prayer requests with the 

fraternity. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/zechariah/9:9
http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/11:25
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9XRukOu_wnUiPr12iZGIJA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9XRukOu_wnUiPr12iZGIJA


OFS Newsletter, June 2020  Page 4 

June Prayer requests:  

(thanking God ahead of time) 

 

• For the needs of the Franciscan Brothers of 
Peace and of their apostolates. 

• For Br John Mary’s and Br Joseph’s health 
issues. 

• For Br Antonio as he awaits a visa so he can 
return from the Philippines to Minnesota. 

• For Br Conrad on sabbatical. 

• For the health needs of those in the KaRen 
community affected by the corona virus. For 
the souls of those who have died.  

• For all those suffering with illness in this time 
of pandemic. 

• For all those suffering financial hardship due 
to the pandemic. 

• For all those suffering from loneliness and 
isolation due to the pandemic. 

• For all those who work for justice in the wake 
of the murder of George Floyd. 

• In thanksgiving for the outpouring of goodwill 
to those in need during these turbulent times. 

• That the peace that surpasses all 
understanding will guard our hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus. 

• That we will all examine our hearts and 
respond to the call for deeper conversion 
personally and corporately. 

• For Mary and Jack Makowski as they look for 
a place to live in California near their son and 
his wife. 

• Continued prayers for Marty Madansky’s 
health and living situation. 

• Continued prayers for Eugene’s health 
issues. 

• Continued prayers for Norma’s health issues. 

• Continued prayers for Mike Gross’ health 
issues. 

• Continued prayers for Marty Spicer and his 
family. 

• For Marlene as she rehabs after total knee 
replacement. For pain relief and increased 
endurance. 

• For healing for Debbie who was injured in a 
car accident. And for peace in her family and 
healing of relationships. 

• Continued prayers for Brenda Berry’s 
brothers Brad and Mike. 

• For Nini’s niece who has cancer. 

• For Jeannie’s friend Tom who has brain 
cancer. 

• For a peaceful death for our dear Connie 
Bieza; she is close to 103 years old. 

• For the repose of the soul of our dear Janet 
Lukesh who died on June 22 

• For all our friends and family members for 
whom we have promised to pray. 

 
 

Prayer to Overcome Racism  

Mary, friend and mother to all, through your 

Son, God has found a way to unite himself to 

every human being, called to be one people, 

sisters and brothers to each other.  

We ask for your help in calling on your Son, 

seeking forgiveness for the times when we 

have failed to love and respect one another.  

We ask for your help in obtaining from your 

Son the grace we need to overcome the evil of 

racism and to build a just society.  

We ask for your help in following your Son, 

so that prejudice and animosity will no longer 

infect our minds or hearts but will be replaced 

with a love that respects the dignity of each 

person.  

Mother of the Church, the Spirit of your Son 

Jesus warms our hearts: 

pray for us.  

Amen 

(From the USCCB website) 
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Do Penance: by Will Moore 
 

Dear Franciscans of Mary, Queen of Peace, 

Article 7 of our Rule says: we have a vocation as 

sisters and brothers of Penance and inspired by 

Scripture to conform our thoughts and deeds to those 

of Jesus by a daily change inside called conversion. 

On this road Confession is the sign of God’s mercy 

and grace. 

So what is the meaning of penance and what does it 

imply that we have vocations to be people of 

penance? 

Francis began to do penance because he had lost 

himself through pursuing the life of: wealthy 

merchant, extravagant thrower of parties and party 

boy, aspirant to knighthood, nobility, power and 

prestige. He was not with God but then the Lord led 

him among the lepers.  

The word penance means: “I regret.”  Doing penance 

means expressing my regrets, telling people I have 

wronged: “I’m sorry I did you wrong.”  Then I must 

go to Confession and say my sins to the priest.  

At Francis’ conversion the wrong that he regretted 

doing was that he had detested lepers avoiding them 

and excluding them from the town and his life.  Doing 

penance for his wrongs became for Francis embracing 

the lepers and kissing their wounds. 

Penance also means to make direct amends to the 

people I have wronged.  For Francis he did this 

penance by caring for and nursing the lepers in their 

hospitals.  

Penance also means to repent.  John the Baptist says: 

“Make straight the pathways of the Lord.”  Jesus says 

“Repent for the Kingdom of God is here.” Penance as 

repentance means: turning back to God and striving to 

live his commandments.  

Penance also means to live with our minds turned 

upside-down and live our lives as if our world were 

revolving upon a totally different axis. So that now 

what we had treated as lowly is exalted and what we 

had exalted is now humbled. This change of our minds 

also changes our deeds.  For Francis this meant that he 

began to live with the lepers and experience God’s 

loving mercy coming through them, sweetly 

awakening God’s mercy in him and so flowing from 

his heart in mercy to be shared together with the 

lepers. 

To do penance also means that what was bitter inside 

of us becomes sweet and then we leave our 

attachments to the world, as Francis stood naked and 

gave away all he had been given. 

Francis says that people of Penance must produce 

worthy fruits of penance.  By this Francis means to 

bring the souls of others to Jesus.   

At the end doing penance is a life of Perfect Joy. 

 

REMEMBERING OUR OFS FRATERNITY 

VETERANS IN HONOR OF MEMORIAL DAY 

5/25/20 by Jeannie Kratzer 
 

In honor of Memorial Day, we wish to remember 

those deceased veteran OFS Franciscans who served 

God and their country in the military. We wish to 

honor: 
 

Major General Ray Charles Bonnabeau, Jr., M.D., 

Ph.D., ofs,  (9/20/1933 to 2/26/2011) 

He graduated from the Army War College and 

Kennedy School of Government at Harvard.   He 

served in the U.S. Army:  in Vietnam as chief of 

surgery at the 95th Evacuation Hospital (China Beach); 

commander of the 73rd Combat Support Hospital in 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa; the 550 1st Army Hospital at Fort 

Snelling, Minnesota; the 30th Hospital Center in 

Chicago; Deputy Surgeon General of the Army for 

Mobilization and Reserve Affairs, retiring in 1994 as a 

Major General.   
 

Until his death he was a physician at the Minneapolis 

VA Hospital and loved veterans, saying “it was a 

privilege to serve them”.  He was also a Knight 

Commander of the Equestrian Order of the Holy 

Sepulcher of Jerusalem.  He was a clinical professor, 

heart specialist and surgeon participating in pioneering 

heart surgery at the University of Minnesota.   He was 

a professed member of our OFS Fraternity from 

5/21/02 to 2/26/11, and a former Fraternity Minister.  

Those who know him, remember him as a humble, 

quiet person with a true Franciscan Spirit. 

Eternal rest grant to him, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon him.  May he rest in peace.  Amen. 
 

May his soul, and the souls of all those veterans who 

gave their lives, through the mercy of God, rest in 

peace. Amen. 
 

We also wish to honor a current living  OFS  

Franciscan veteran: 

John Rosensteel, ofs (Professed in 4/23/19) 

John is a retired veteran who served four years in the 

Navy, in the Navy Honor Guard. 

God Bless you John, and Thank you for your service. 


